A new species of Amphisbaena is described from a semi-deciduous forest in Conceição do Mato Dentro, southern Espinhaço Range, Minas Gerais, Brazil. The following combined characters can diagnose the new species from all congeners: head round-shaped; two or three precloacal pores sequentially arranged; 190-199 body annuli; 2-3 lateral annuli; 23-25 caudal annuli; autotomy sites on caudal annuli 7-9; 12-14 dorsal segments on midbody annulus; 14-16 ventral segments on midbody annulus; three supralabials; three infralabials; postmalar row present or absent; dorsum light brown, with cream intersegmental sutures; venter cream. To date, the new species is known only from the Espinhaço Range, highlighting the importance of conservation actions for these mountains.
INTRODUCTION
Amphisbaenia is a group of annulate squamates adapted to fossorial life, with about 190 valid extant species (Pianka and Vitt 2003, Uetz and Hošek 2014) , widely distributed in South America, Caribbean, Mexico, Florida, eastern and sub-Saharan Africa, Morocco, Algeria and Turkey, besides the Arabian and Iberian peninsulas (Pianka and Vitt 2003, Vidal et al. 2008) . The monophyly of Amphisbaenia is well supported (Kearney 2003 , Macey et al. 2004 ), but its placement within Squamata is still uncertain (e.g. Kearney 2003 , Pianka and Vitt 2003 , Kearney and Stuart 2004 , Macey et al. 2004 , Conrad 2008 , Gauthier et al. 2012 , Pyron et al. 2013 . Recently, the generic status of the South America amphisbaenids suffered a significant taxonomic rearrangement, with five genus (Anops, Aulura, Bronia, Cercolophia and Leposternon) synonymized into Amphisbaena (Mott and Vieites 2009), a condition still not fully adopted (e.g. Ribeiro et al. 2012) .
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A total of 72 species of amphisbaenids are known to occur in Brazil, however, the group's biodiversity is still poorly known, with many taxa discovered in the last 15 years (Costa and Bérnils 2014) . Since the year 2000, 19 new amphisbaenid species were described in Brazil, representing 26% of its current richness. Besides the fossorial habits making amphisbaenids hard to find and collect, many Brazilian species named in the last decades were discovered during environmental impact assessments and wildlife rescues (see for a short review, Ribeiro et al. 2012 , Roberto et al. 2014 , Teixeira et al. 2014 . During an environmental impact assessment between August 2009 and May 2010 in Conceição do Mato Dentro, southern Espinhaço Range, state of Minas Gerais, southeastern Brazil, specimens of a small Amphisbaena were collected, which we concluded to belong to a new species described below.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Specimens were found and collected by hand, during deforestation activities for the installation of a slurry pipeline in Conceição do Mato Dentro, state of Minas Gerais, southeastern Brazil. Scale nomenclature follows Gans and Alexander (1962) and Teixeira et al. (2014) ; morphometric measures were taken to the nearest 0.1 mm with a caliper, except for the snout-vent and tail lengths, which were measured with a flexible ruler to the nearest 1.0 mm. Body slenderness proportion (BSP) (snout-vent length / head width) follows Pinna et al. (2014) (Fig. 2) . FUNED 2940 -2942 , 2944 , 2945 , 2947 -2949 , 2951 -2960 , UFMG 2080 (ex. FUNED 2946 ), 2081 (ex FUNED 2950 Comparison with other species. The presence of two or three precloacal pores makes Amphisbaena metallurga sp. nov. readily distinguishable from all South American congeners with the exception of A. absaberi, A. anaemariae, A. anomala, A. angustifrons, A. bilabialata, A. bolivica, A. brevis, A. caiari, A. camura, A.carli, A. cerradensis, A. crisae, A. cuiabana, A. darwinii, A. dubia, A. heterozonata, A. hiata, A. kisteumacheri, A. leeseri, A. lumbricalis, A. maxima, A. miringoera, A. mitchelli, A. neglecta, A. persephone, A. polystega, A. roberti and A. silvestrii . roberti (17-20) . Autotomy in annuli 7-9 distinguishes Amphisbaena metallurga sp. nov.
Paratypes.
crisae (4-6), A. dubia (autotomy absent), and A. neglecta (4-6).
The presence of 12-14 dorsal segments distinguishes Amphisbaena metallurga sp. nov. from A. brevis (18) and A. caiari (10). The number of both dorsal and ventral segments (12-14 / 14-16) distinguishes the new species from A. absaberi (16-19 / 17-20), A. angustifrons (20-31 / 21-30), A. bolivica (27-38 / 26-36), A. camura (28-42 / 29-46), A. carli (20-23 / 18-23) , A. crisae (10 / 10) and A. hiata (16-18 / 18-22) . A summary of morphological characters for two-pored and threepored Amphisbaena is provided in Table SI . Despite the differences above mentioned, the new species is more similar to Amphisbaena darwinii, A. heterozonata, A. prunicolor, A. trachura and A. silvestrii Description of the holotype. A small male amphisbaenian (snout-vent length 178 mm; caudal length 30 mm; BSP 36.5); head short (7.0 mm, 3.9% of snout-vent length), rounded and hardly distinct from the neck; rostrum rounded, projecting beyond the lower jaw. Rostral triangular, barely visible in dorsal view, in broad contact with nasals laterally and in narrow contact with first supralabial, lateroposteriorly. One pair of quadrangular nasals, with a middorsal suture of 1.14 mm (15.7% of head length), in broad contact with the rostral anteriorly, first supralabial laterally and prefrontals posteriorly, and in point contact with second supralabials. Nostrils placed in the antero-lateral portion of nasal shields. A pair of trapezoid prefrontals, with a middorsal suture of 2.17 mm (28.6% of head length), in broad contact with nasals anteriorly, in Three supralabials, first triangular, longer than wide, and lower than other supralabials, contacting narrowly the rostral latero-anteriorly, contacting broadly the nasal dorsally, second supralabial posteriorly, and in point contact with prefrontal. Second supralabial pentagonal, highest and longest than others, in broad contact with the prefrontal dorsally, ocular dorso-posteriorly, third supralabial posteriorly, and in point contact with nasal. Third supralabial pentagonal, higher than wide, and narrower than other supralabials, in broad contact with postsupralabial posteriorly, temporal dorsoposteriorly, second supralabial anteriorly and ocular dorso-anteriorly.
Mental shield trapezoidal, contacting postmental posteriorly and first infralabials laterally. Postmental heptagonal, elongated, longer than wide, contacting postgenials posteriorly, second infralabials laterally, first infralabials latero-anteriorly, and mental anteriorly. One irregular row of postgenials, with eight scales of different sizes, in contact with postmental, second infralabials, malars, and postmalar row. Postmalar row with seven shields. Three infralabias, first trapezoid, the second pentagonal and largest, third rectangular, the smallest and wider than high. First infralabial contacting mental anteriorly, postmental laterally, and second infralabial posteriorly; second infralabial contacts postmental laterally, postgenials latero-posteriorly, malar and third infralabial posteriorly; third infralabial contacting postinfralabial posteriorly, malar latero-anteriorly, and first shield of postmalar row latero-posteriorly.
Dorsally the first body annulus includes postsupralabials, parietals, and two scales between them on each side. Ventrally it includes the postinfralabials and segments between them. Distribution. The new species is known only for the type-locality, in semi-deciduous seasonal forests of Conceição do Mato Dentro, Minas Gerais, Brazil, a region inside the Espinhaço Biosphere Reserve (UNESCO 2011) (Fig. 2) .
Etymology. The specific name of the new species is a transliteration of the Greek µεταλλουργος (metalloyrgos), meaning "miner" (Liddle and Scott 1996) . It is here used as an adjective that agrees in gender with the generic name. The name refers to the fossorial habits of amphisbaenians, which use 898 HENRIQUE C. COSTA et al.
the head to dig underground tunnels like a miner. Paradoxically, this new "mining reptile" was found in the area where a slurry pipeline is being installed. "Miner" is also the translation of the Portuguese words "mineiro" and "mineira", masculine and feminine adjectives referring to native inhabitants of the state of Minas Gerais, where the new species was discovered.
DISCUSSION
The Espinhaço Mountain Range in eastern Brazil is a large Precambrian orogenic belt extending over 1000 km in the North-South direction from the state of Bahia to the state of Minas Gerais, with elevations reaching 2000 meters (Leite et al. 2008 , UNESCO 2011 . In its center-south portion, the Espinhaço is at the transition zone between the Cerrado and the Atlantic Forest (UNESCO 2011). This mountain range is considered one of the most important centers of endemism of Brazilian biodiversity . The southern region of the Espinhaço Mountain Range is under several human activities impacting natural environments, such as agriculture, livestock, and mining (Drummond et al. 2005) . The type-locality of Amphisbaena metallurga sp. nov. was directly impacted by the installation of a slurry pipeline. However, including this species in any category of conservation threat would be premature, since other fragments of semi-deciduous seasonal forests are still present close to the typelocality. Therefore, we suggest the inclusion of A. metallurga sp. nov. in IUCN's Data Deficient category at global, national and regional levels.
Based on the current knowledge of geographic distribution, five other amphisbaenian species occur in southern Espinhaço: A. alba, A. dubia, A. infraorbitale, A. microcephala and A. vermicularis (Gans and Amdur 1966 , Gans 1971a , Perez and Ribeiro 2008 . A. metallurga sp. nov. can be easily distinguished from A. alba (characters inside parentheses) by having fewer precloacal pores (4-10) and midbody annuli Amdur 1966, Vanzolini 2002) . Finally, it can be distinguished from A. infraorbitale and A. microcephala by the head shape, which is shovelshaped in the last two species.
Morphological similarities among Amphis baena metallurga sp. nov., A. darwinii, A. heterozonata, A. prunicolor, A. silvestrii and A. trachura would suggest a close phylogenetic relationship despite their current distributions (Gans 1966 , Perez et al. 2012 , Teixeira et al. 2014 ). However, considering that some morphological characters of amphisbaenids are shared by convergence (Mott and Vieites 2009) it is premature to assume if similarities among the above cited species represent synapomorphies instead of convergences.
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